1.2.1- Taft and Wilson

Lesson 55- Taft and Wilson (watch all presentations and read all text)

In 1912 Woodrow Wilson was elected President of the United States of America.  Throughout his Presidency, Wilson was in a constant struggle to find the balance between isolationism and interventionism.  It is important for you to begin to understand many of the factors that determine foreign policy.  After watching and reading the required material, please answer the following questions with well developed complete sentences or paragraphs.

1. Howard Taft developed the strategy of “Dollar Diplomacy,” which invested money in struggling countries in an attempt to help them.  How did Woodrow Wilson feel about Dollar Diplomacy, and what did he do about it when he took office?  

2. Describe Woodrow Wilson’s stance on isolationism and interventionism (at least 2 complete sentences).  

3. What were some of the reasons that the United States had such high interest in Latin American countries (at least 2 complete sentences)?

4. Why was Wilson unsuccessful in eliminating America’s involvement in Haiti, Dominican Republic, and Nicaragua?

5. In your opinion was President Wilson justified in providing weapons to the Mexican revolutionaries to overthrow Victoriano Huerta?  What about to defeat Pancho Villa? Why?
