Narrator: All across Europe countries made alliances with each other.
Action:  Serbia, Russia, Great Britain, and France become allies

Action: Germany, Austria-Hungary, the Ottoman Empire become allies

Narrator: Serbia’s group is known as the allies, Germany’s group is known as the Central Powers.  

Narrator:  A Serbian student (extreme nationalist) goes into Austria-Hungary and assassinates Franz Ferdinand, the Archduke (next in line to the throne) of Austria-Hungary.
Action: Serbian student assassinates Franz Ferdinand

Action: Austria-Hungary declares war on Serbia.

Action: Russia declares war on Austria-Hungary.
Action: Germany declares war on Russia.
Action: France declares war on Germany

Narrator:  There were other countries involved as well, the process of taking sides took time.  This is a very simplified version, but the point is that in the end all of the allies were at war with the Central Powers.  

Narrator:  How did the assassination of the Archduke of Austria-Hungary cause a World War?  Because of the alliances between countries that said if one country goes to war, the others would follow.  

Narrator: Where is the United States in all of this? Why?  



-Land of immigrants…



-Strong trade with both sides…
Action: The U.S. trades with Germany and Great Britain blocks them from trading. 

Narrator: The U.K. doesn’t want us to trade with their enemy.   

Action: U.S. trades with Great Britain and Germany sinks the U.S. merchant ships.  

Narrator: Lusitania is a British passenger liner with 102 Americans on board.  

Action: Germans sink the Lusitania

Action: U.S. warns Germany to stop.  

Narrator: Germany continues unrestricted submarine warfare. 

Narrator: The U.S. is still neutral

Narrator: In 1917, the Germans sent a telegram to Arthur Zimmerman, the German Ambassador in Mexico.  The telegram was trying to convince Mexico to attack the U.S. from the south in return for the land the U.S. obtained during the Mexican-American war.  

Action: In 1917, the British intercept the Zimmerman telegram.  

Narrator:  Woodrow Wilson knows he has to go to war, but he needs the public support.  He launches a major propaganda campaign aimed at painting the picture of Germans as rats and as the U.S. as protectors of what is right.  

Action: The U.S. declares war on Germany

