Session 1
Needed- Outline of sessions to be covered in the unit- will do directly into whatever platform (or here if it works best- just don’t want to do extra work;)
Assignment-
Create a cartoon or propaganda poster that either promotes going to war or discourages it.  You can make up the war, but you must include reasoning for why someone should agree or disagree with participating in your particular war.  

Session 2- WWI
Overview- In this session you will gain a bit of insight into many factors that go into the most difficult decision a president can make; whether or not to send young men and women to risk their lives in the line of duty.  

Objectives- By the end of this session you should know and understand
 -     Causes and motivations for US Imperialism.
· The European causes of WWI.
· The causes of WWI and the reasons the U.S. was drawn into the conflict.
· The impact of the war upon the foreign policies of the US.

· The struggles to create the Treaty of Versailles and establish the League of Nations.
· Some motivating factors the U.S. has had to fight a war and to refrain from warfare. 
· The foundational arguments for isolationism and interventionism and resulting foreign policy.

· To gain an appreciation of the effect that public opinion has on government policy.    

Define: 

Contraband
Isolationism

Interventionism

Imperialism

Autocracy

Armistice

Propaganda

Lesson 55- Taft and Willson (watch all presentations and read all text)

In 1912 Woodrow Wilson was elected President of the United States of America.  Throughout his Presidency, Wilson was in a constant struggle to find the balance between isolationism and interventionism.  It is important for you to begin to understand many of the factors that determine foreign policy.  After watching and reading the required material, please answer the following questions with well developed complete sentences or paragraphs.
1. Howard Taft developed the strategy of “Dollar Diplomacy,” which invested money in struggling countries in an attempt to help them.  How did Woodrow Wilson feel about Dollar Diplomacy, and what did he do about it when he took office?  
2. Describe Woodrow Wilson’s stance on isolationism and interventionism.  

3. What were some of the reasons that the United States had such high interest in Latin American countries?

4. Why was Wilson unsuccessful in eliminating America’s involvement in Haiti, Dominican Republic, and Nicaragua?
5. Was President Wilson justified in providing weapons to the Mexican revolutionaries to overthrow Porfirio Diaz?  What about Victoriano Heurta? 
6. When do you think the President of a country has the right to intervene in the affairs of another country?  Be sure to keep in mind how this intervention will affect the economy, public opinion, international opinion, politics, human life etc.  Be sure to include examples from history to clarify and support your argument. 
Lesson 56- U.S. Entry into World War I (Watch all presentations and Read all text)
At the same time that Woodrow Wilson was dealing with the Caribbean and Latin America, tensions were growing and boiling over in Europe.  In 1914 war broke out between Austria-Hungary and Serbia.  Due to previously held alliances, many powerful countries quickly agreed to support one side or the other in this conflict, resulting in WW I.  The U.S., led by Woodrow Wilson, remained neutral.  
1. Describe the reasoning that Wilson had for remaining neutral after WW I began (include the general public’s response). 

2. Describe the series of events that influenced Wilson to change his mind and enter the war.  

3. How was he able to earn the support of his citizens to enter the war? 

4. On which side did the U.S. join the war?  Who were our allies?  Who were our enemies?  

5. Short answer- What is your opinion about isolationism vs. interventionism (you must provide support for your opinion)?  Think about under what circumstances it is it ok to engage in warfare with, or sell weapons to, foreign countries in conflict.  Be sure to include several of the factors below in the defense of your opinion. 
a. Economic reasons

b. Health/Safety

c. Public opinion (Home and abroad)
d. Justice

e.  Humanitarian
f. Alliances

g. Other short and long term risks

Session 3- World War II-  

Session 4- Vietnam
Overview- Through the case study of one of the most controversial wars in history, you will learn about how the fear of Communism shaped the United States’ foreign policy.  You will also learn about some of the interesting and crazy political reason to enter and remain in a war.  

Objectives- For you to understand the struggle between intervening in foreign affairs and remaining neutral.   For you to better understand the many different reasons that Presidents choose to fight in a war.  To gain an appreciation of the effect that public opinion has on policy.    
Vocabulary:
What does the Red in Red scare or Red China mean? 
Communism

Democracy

Domino effect

Ho Chi Minh 

Ngo Diem Bien 

Historical Heads: On the back write the answers (Need to revise worksheet)
JFK, LBJ, Nixon, General Public

Prompts:

- Domino effect, isolationism vs. interventionism, Communism, The Vietnam War, Other interesting information
Session 5- Iraq

Overview- In 1991 the U.S. began its attack on the state of Iraq.  The U.S. came to the aid of the much smaller and bullied country of Kuwait.  The United States quickly defeated the invading country, Iraq.  

Objectives: Again, for you to gain insight into the many different factors that play into the decision whether or not to intervene in foreign affairs, for you to see the link between the first Iraq war and the Iraq war of today.              

Vocab
Trade Embargo

Lesson 80- Moving into a New Millennium- George Bush- (Watch all of presentation, read text pgs 8-11)  

In August of 1990 Iraq invaded the small oil-rich country of Kuwait.  Only five months later in January of 1991 the U.S., under the leadership of George Bush Sr., began their attack against the tyrannical government of Saddam Hussein, and the Persian Gulf War began.  In just over one month the U.S. had recaptured Kuwait from the Iraqis.  However, the tyrannical dictator, Saddam Hussein, remained in power.  A group of northern Iraqis called Kurds and a group of Shiite Muslims from the south attempted to overthrow Hussein, but were defeated by his remaining army.  Faced with the decision of whether or not to offer aid and support to the rebelling forces, George Bush chose not to intervene.  
Analyze the decision of President Bush to not give aid or support to the Kurdish and Shiite attempt to overthrow the Dictator, Saddam Hussein.

  Your job is to write a letter to President Bush either encouraging him to help the rebellion against Saddam, or encouraging him to not get involved with Iraq’s civil dispute.  Be sure to include references to examples in the past to support your argument.  

Nicaragua 


Haiti 

Dominican Republic


WW I

 
Vietnam
         Mexico

2. Pretend that George Bush did help the rebels overthrow Saddam Hussein after the end of the Gulf War.  How would things have turned out different if he really did?  Write the history of what happens when Bush chooses to intervene rather than not.  Your answer must be at least two paragraphs long.      
Section 6- tying it together

Overview- You will use what you have learned to complete a chart that covers WWI, Vietnam, and the Gulf War.  
Unit one review quiz

Graphic organizer- compare/contrast three wars- Need to revise to include WWII
Closing.

The goal of this unit was to teach you about the complex reasons that countries erupt in violent conflict and the importance of the public’s opinion in determining foreign policy. Throughout the following units we will continue to see the effects that these wars had on each other, and on the history of the world.  The goal was also to show you how deliberately and successfully Presidents and the media have used propaganda to persuade the public’s opinion. 
