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What was the Persian Gulf War?
The United States led a coalition of almost 100 different countries to expel Iraq from Kuwait.  The war only lasted from January to February of 1991.       
Why did the United States take the lead in the 1991 Persian Gulf War?
Good question.  
Basically the answer is because Saddam Hussein was a bad guy who threatened the interests of the United States.  But here’s actually why…  
Iraq, under the rule of Saddam Hussein, invaded Kuwait and considered it annexed.  
The Persian Gulf War started when Saddam Hussein ignored UN resolution 678 that said that he needed to withdraw from Kuwait by January 15th 1991 or he will be removed with force.
Why did Saddam Hussein invade Kuwait?  
1. The belief that Kuwait was actually part of Iraq.  
2. Kuwait was slant drilling into Iraqi oil, but Kuwait thought they had the right to because they purchased the company that owned the oil.
3. Hussein needed money to pay for the debt he incurred during the 8 year war with Iran; he therefore needed access to the Persian Gulf oil supply.
Why did Hussein think that Kuwait was part of Iraq? 
With the breakup of the Ottoman Empire (WWI), Iraq and Kuwait were formed
	-Kuwait was a unique region of Iraq that was recognized by some countries as a legitimate sovereign state.  Kuwait is a small country that stands between Iraq and the Persian Gulf.  The Kurdish population in northern Iraq wanted to be their own country also, in fact, Russia recognized the sovereign Kurdish state, but the British controlled Iraq did not allow for it.
The influence of the Iran-Iraq war
In 1980 Iraq invaded Iran to stop the spread of the Islamic revolution that changed the government in Iran.  
The United States supported Iraq in this war by providing weapons, training, and intelligence for Saddam Hussein.  Hussein and Iraq racked up a debt to the United States.    
	-Why did the United States support Hussein, who was already known as a ruthless ruler?    
In 1979 the Islamic revolution in Iran removed the pro-western Shah, Mohammad-Rezā Shāh Pahlavi and an anti-western leader Ayatollah Khomeini took control.  
In 1979, some Iranian students took 52 U.S. citizens hostage at the Embassy.
Why was there such anti-western sentiment?
Good question.
In 1979 Khomeini, leader of the Islamic revolution, overthrew Mohammad-reza Shah Pahlavi, the leader of Iran from 1953-1979.  
How did Mohammad-Reza Shah Pahlavi come to power?
In 1953, the CIA (central intelligence agency) and the SIS (Secret intelligence service) successfully overthrew the democratically elected leader of Iran, Mohammed Mosadeq, and put into power Pahlavi as the Shah- an Authoritarian monarchy.  
Why did the CIA and SIS overthrow a democracy and put in power a monarchy?
Good question. 
Follow the money!
Mosadeq was the leader of a popular progressive movement in Iran.  He was the biggest advocate for the nationalization of Iranian oil.  He was appointed as the Prime Minister of Iran in 1951.  
What does it mean to nationalize the oil?
It means to make Iran benefit from the oil that was being collected in Iran.  
Why was somebody else getting the benefit for Iran’s oil? 
Good question.
In 1901, William Knox D’Arcy had a ton of money and bribed the government to allow him oil exploration rights in Southern Iran.  In 1908, he discovered the largest oil field known to the world at that time.
William Knox D’Arcy was from Great Britain.  From the Iranian oil, D’Arcy founded the Anglo-Iranian oil company, which was a British company.  This company would later become BP, or British Petroleum.  
From 1908 to 1951, oil from Iran fueled Great Britain through WWI and WWII and made them a supremely advanced society.  
During this time, the British Petroleum company became one of the top oil imports for the United States.  The United States was dependent on the oil that began in Iran, was controlled by Great Britain, then was sold by a British oil company to the United States.    
In 1951, when Mossadegh was elected Prime Minister and stopped the agreement for BP to take Iranian oil, Great Britain freaked out because this meant a complete change in quality of life because a huge portion of their riches was being subverted.  
Great Britain asked the United States to help support a Coup d’état that would give power back to the Monarch, Pahlavi.  
The United States complied.  The CIA and the SIS hosted a successful Coup d’état in 1953 and guaranteed their continued oil supply until the Islamic revolution in Iran in 1979.     

So, why did the United States go to war in 1991?
Because in 1901 a rich man from Great Britain was given the right to explore and control oil in Iran. (D’Arcy gives money to Iran-)
In 1908, He struck it big and founded the Anglo-Iranian oil company, which later became British Petroleum, aka BP. (D’Arcy gets lots of money)
From 1908 to 1951, the United States purchased a ton of oil from British Petroleum. (U.S. and Britain get lots of $)
In 1919, the Ottoman Empire breaks up and Iraq and Kuwait are recognized as sovereign countries, though Iraq disputes the sovereignty of Kuwait.    
In 1951, Mossadegh gained control and cut off this oil supply to Great Britain and therefore to the United States. (Iran gets $ from U.S. and Great Britain).   
In 1953, The CIA and SIS overthrow Mossadegh and give power to Pahlavi. 
From 1953 to 1979 the U.S. and Great Britain continued to benefit from the Iranian oil supply.  (U.S. and G.B. get money back)
In 1979 there was an Islamic revolution in Iran, now Iran was very anti-western.  
In 1980, Hussein takes advantage of the turmoil in Iran and invades.
The Iran-Iraq war rages from 1980-1988.    
The United States supports Iraq heavily with weapons (including chemical weapons), training, and intelligence because they do not want Iran to win the war.  
Iraq builds up a large debt to the United States (and others) during the 8 year Iran Iraq war.  (Iraq owes the U.S. a lot of $)
In 1988 A cease fire is agreed upon, with the only gains being Iran formally recognizing Iraq sovereignty of the junction between the Tigris and Euphrates.  
In 1990, Iraq relinquishes sovereignty of the area because they need Iran’s green light when Iraq invades Kuwait.
In 1991, Saddam Hussein talks with George Bush and thinks that George Bush agrees not to do anything if Hussein invades Iraq.
In 1991, Saddam Hussein invades Kuwait in order to gain access to the Persian Gulf and have control of Kuwaiti oil fields.  
The United Nations issues resolution 678 authorizing the use of force to remove Iraq from Kuwait.
The United States leads the effort.  
So why did the United States support Kuwait instead of Iraq?  
Good question. 
Follow the money.
Since the United States took the lead in freeing Kuwait from Iraq, the United States has become the second biggest retailer of goods in Kuwait.  The United States also imports a lot of oil from Kuwait. (The U.S. gets money from Kuwait)  
Kuwaitis have a more favorable opinion of the United States than countries like France and Germany.     
